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The blessing of the family
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Nanotechnology—James Tour, www.jmtour.com

1. Treatment of TBI and stroke with 

carbon nanoparticles. 

2. Healing of spinal cords with 

graphene nanoribbons.

3. “Tattoo therapy” with carbon 

nanoparticles to alleviate 

autoimmune disease.

4. Drug delivery with carbon 

nanoparticles. 
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Laminectomy and complete transection of cervical spinal cord at C5.  Then application of 

1 wt% pegylated-graphene nanoribbons (PEG-GNR or “Texas PEG”) in (polyethylene 

glycol)-600.  Shown is the rat mobility at 7, 14 and 21 days post surgery.  
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Making the 

lame walk, 

the blind 

see, the deaf 

hear, and the 

poor have 

the gospel 

preached to 

them.



Is there a prescription for thriving?

Psalm 1: 1-3  How blessed is the man who does 
not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand 
in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 
scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and in His law he meditates day and night. He 
will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its 
leaf does not wither, and in whatever he does, 
he prospers.



Is there a prescription for thriving?

Joshua 1:8  This book of the law shall not depart from 
your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do according to 
all that is written in it; for then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then you will have success.

Psalm 119: 97-99  O how I love Your law! It is my 
meditation all the day. Your commandments make 
me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever mine. I 
have more insight than all my teachers, for Your 
testimonies are my meditation.



The excitement of a scientist with faith

September 3, 1993; Purdue University

Ei-ichi Negishi; 2010 Nobel 

Prize in Chemistry
H. C. Brown; 1979 Nobel 

Prize in Chemistry

Purdue Memorial 

Union and Hotel

Matthew 21: 21 Truly I say to you, if you have faith and 
do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to 
the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be 
taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will happen.



Application of the scriptures in my career

Upset with a colleague

Luke 6: 27, 28 But I say to you who hear, love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.

Rutledge Chapel
http://artsandsciences.sc.edu/relg/affiliates/rutledge/rutlphotos.html



Practical applications of the Scriptures 

Students in the home

Proverbs 14: 4 Where no oxen are, the manger is 
clean, but much increase comes by the strength of 
the ox.



Practical applications of the Scriptures 

Overcoming disunity

Proverbs 27: 9 Oil and perfume make the heart 
glad…



Walk in honesty and proper speech

• Proverbs 3: 3-4 Do not let kindness and truth leave you, 
bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of 
your heart. So you will find favor and good repute in the 
sight of God and man.

• The words that I use

• Actions and words particularly to women that could be 
misconstrued 

• The things that I do
• Software 

• “… you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.” 
Romans 2:1

Admonition to change my words and actions



The value of the family

• Proverbs 5: 18 Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the 
wife of your youth.

• Proverbs 22: 6 Train up a child in the way he should go, even 
when he is old he will not depart from it.

Admonition to value my family

• Daily times with family– “Hurlbut’s

Story of the Bible”

• Disciplined schedule of work time 

and family time

• Colleagues have asked me how…
Richard Smalley; 1996 Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry



Hard work coupled with a balanced family life

“I submitted 37 proposals in my first 
36 months as a faculty member! And 
most of those as a single PI since 
collaborative proposals were less 
common in those days…”

J. Org. Chem. 2007, 72, 7477-7496



Hard work coupled with a balanced family life

“On the days of receiving the declination 
of funding letters from the NIH, sadness 
certainly followed. I would always call my 
wife, Shireen, because she was repeatedly 
there to reassure me of my self-worth, and 
my children were still there to call me, 
“Daddy”. …[Hence,] I endeavored to dwell 
only momentarily on the harsh, sometimes 
even unnecessarily personal, comments of 
reviewers…”

J. Org. Chem. 2007, 72, 7477-7496



Creativity

Exodus 31: 2-3  See, I have called by name 
Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah. I have filled him with the Spirit of God 
in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and 
in all craftsmanship…



The Scriptures are our life

Deuteronomy 32: 45-47  
When Moses had finished speaking all these words 
to all Israel, he said to them, "Take to your heart all 
the words with which I am warning you today, 
which you shall command your sons to observe 
carefully, even all the words of this law. For it is not 
an idle word for you; indeed it is your life." 



Attaining peace

Philippians 4: 9 The things you have learned 
and received and heard and seen in me [Paul], 
practice these things, and the God of peace will 
be with you. 



The resurrection of Jesus Christ

Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your 

mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved.



DrJamesTour.com

Connect with me 

YouTube/DrJamesTour
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